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The Weather

Rainfall for the period as reported at Houston’s Intercontinental Airport was 21.07 inches or 5.22 inches
above normal. Eleven inches of that rain fell between 15 Oct and 18 Oct with flooding present over much
of the area.

A strong front that passed on the evening of 27 Oct created a series of great birds found on 28 Oct. This
included Le Conte’s, Nelson’s Sharp-tailed and Grasshopper Sparrows on the rocks of the Quintana Jetty,
Brazoria. And a McCown’s Longspur was found along the dunes near the base of the jetty. Other out-of-
place birds that day included a Sage Thrasher at Brazoria NWR, Brazoria along with a Mountain Plover
from Bolivar Flats, Galveston.

The Best Birds

White-fronted Goose (2™ earliest fall record — 17 Sep)

Mountain Plover (rare coastal record and earliest ever fall record — 28 Oct)
Red Phalarope (3 UTC record, TBRC review species)

Black-legged Kittiwake (TBRC review species and 3" earliest fall record — 12 Nov)
Ringed Kingfisher (5™ UTC record)

Say’s Phoebe (rare fall record)

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher (TBRC review species and 6™ UTC record)
Plumbeous Vireo (first ever fall and 5" overall UTC record)
Black-whiskered Vireo (rare fall record, TBRC review species)
MacGillivray's Warbler (earliest ever fall record — 10 Sep)

Sage Thrasher (three records of this rare migrant/winter resident)
Louisiana Waterthrush (2™ earliest fall/winter record — 18 Nov)
McCown’s Longspur (5" UTC record and earliest ever for fall)

American Goldfinch (earliest ever fall record — 23 Sep)

The Best of the Rest

Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons A group of 13 seen 17 Sep flying over Beaumont’s
Cattail Marsh during the annual Jefferson fall migration count were the 2™ earliest ever for the UTC (John
Haynes).

Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata Early Surfs were found 20 Oct along the Bolivar Peninsula,
Galveston (Jim Stevenson) and 29 Oct on Pelican Island, Galveston (Ted Eubanks).

Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus The only report was of one 24 Nov at Brazos Bend SP, Fort Bend
(Johnnie Greene).

Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus Two were found 17 Nov along the Bolivar Peninsula, Galveston (Mike
Austin) and another was seen 25 Nov at Anahuac NWR, Chambers (Ken Hartman).

Masked Booby Sula dactylatra One was recovered 10 Aug from East Beach, Galveston (Barbara House).
Northern Gannet Morus bassanus One was recovered from Galveston on 18 Aug (Barbara House).



Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens The last report was of one seen 10 Nov from the Bolivar
Ferry, Galveston (Winnie Burkett).

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus The first fall bird was reported 2 Sep from Brazoria NWR,
Brazoria (Mark Bartosik).

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus The usual few birds were reported from Anahuac NWR, Chambers (Cin-
Ty Lee, Ken Hartman).

Wood Stork Mycteria americana Two seen 7 Nov at Smith Point, Chambers were late (Joe Kennedy).
Osprey Pandion haliaetus A count of 12 on 11 Oct was the highest ever one-day count at the Smith Point
Hawk Watch. The seasonal total of 93 there was also a record (SPHW staff).

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus A count of 4 on 28 Oct was the highest ever one-day count at the
Smith Point Hawk Watch. The seasonal total of 7 there tied a record (SPHW staff).

Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus Last winter’s impressive invasion was followed up with numerous
fall records including 3 found 7 Sep at Galveston Island SP (James Kessler), one seen 10 Nov at Brazoria
NWR, Brazoria (Carey Jensen), one photographed 11 Nov at Jones Creek, Brazoria (Bill Duke) and 2 seen
12 Nov at San Bernard NWR, Brazoria (Ron Weeks). This was in addition to numerous records of an
unknown number of individuals (four on the official tally) from 15 Sep-28 Oct at Smith Point, Chambers
(SPHW staff).

White-tailed Hawk Buteo albicaudatus Not surprisingly this species is being seen with increasing
frequency east of Galveston Bay in Galveston (Winnie Burkett, Ted Eubanks).

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos An immature photographed 20 Oct at Smith Point, Chambers was the
3" earliest ever for the UTC (Joe Kennedy, SPHW staff). Another was seen 11 Nov in w. Jefferson during
a Golden Triangle Audubon field trip (John Whittle et al).

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus One at Smith Point, Chambers 17 Aug was a new count early
(SPHW staff).

2006 Smith Point Hawk Watch

Black Vulture 124

Turkey Vulture 984

Osprey 93 record high
Swallow-tailed Kite 80

White-tailed Kite 5

Mississippi Kite 3692

Bald Eagle 7  ties record high
Northern Harrier 388

Sharp-shinned Hawk 1304 record low
Cooper's Hawk 306 record low
Harris' Hawk 4

Red-shouldered Hawk 22
Broad-winged Hawk 49564

Swainson's Hawk 209
White-tailed Hawk 9
Red-tailed Hawk 87
Golden Eagle 1
Crested Caracara 5
American Kestrel 961
Merlin 53
Peregrine Falcon 90
Total 58006

Note: Total includes raptors not identified to species.

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus A 12 Aug count of 140 at Bolivar Flats, Galveston was encouraging
and highlights the early migration window of the species (Cin-Ty Lee).

Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus One found and photographed 28 Oct at Bolivar Flats, Galveston
was a rare coastal find and the earliest ever fall record (Winnie Burkett, ph. Bruce Alfredson, et al)
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus One seen 17 Nov on Follett’s Island, Brazoria was late (Dick Peake).



Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor A 12 Aug count of 700 birds at Pelican Island, Galveston was
impressive (Cin-Ty Lee).

Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius One was found in a flooded field in western Jefferson during an 18
Nov Golden Crescent Audubon field trip (Steve Mayes et al). It was seen by others over the next three
days (Joe Kennedy et al). Pending acceptance by the TBRC.

Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus One was seen 25 Nov following a shrimp boat near Bolivar
Flats, Galveston (Ted Eubanks).

California Gull Larus californicus A first cycle bird was seen 17 Nov at Bolivar Flats, Galveston (Mike
Austin).

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus One found 2 Oct at Surfside, Brazoria was early (Stephan
Lorenz).

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla A first-winter bird seen 12 Nov at San Bernard NWR, Brazoria
was the 3" earliest fall record for the UTC (Ron Weeks). Pending acceptance by the TBRC.

Black Tern Chlidonias niger Several late birds were seen at Brazoria NWR, Brazoria on 6 Nov (Dick
Peake).

Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythrophthalmus One seen 24 Oct at Smith Point, Chambers (Heidi
Trudell) and another seen 29 Oct at High Island, Galveston were late (Don Verser).

Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia One was found at Brazoria NWR, Brazoria but the date has not yet
been obtained (Keith Ramos, Floyd Truetken).

Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis  One was reported 21 Oct from w. Galveston Island (Jim
Stevenson).

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor Lingering birds were noted 7 Nov at Friendswood, Harris (Mike
Austin) and 12 Nov at High Island, Galveston (Anthony Hewetson). A nighthawk seen 23 Nov at
Quintana, Brazoria was not identified to species (Ron Weeks).

Buff-bellied Hummingbird Amazilia yucatanensis The typical push of Nov birds was very evident this
fall with birds noted from several UTC locations including the coastal migrant traps.

Broad-tailed Hummingbird Selasphorus platycercus Sight reports this fall included one 21 Oct at
Friendswood, Harris (Mike Austin) and an immature male 12 Nov in west Houston, Harris (Jim Hinson),
Allen's Hummingbird Selasphorus sasin An adult male was reported 12 Nov in west Houston (Jim
Hinson). This same yard has ahd Allen’s in recent years.

Ringed Kingfisher Ceryle torquata One seen 6 Oct on w. Galveston Island constitutes just the 5" UTC
record (Jim Stevenson).

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus An immature seen 19 Sep within earshot of the
surf at Quintana, Brazoria was rare due to its coastal location (Ron Weeks).

Ladder-backed Woodpecker Picoides scalaris One was seen from at least 29 Oct-19 Nov at Lafitte’s
Cove, Galveston (David McDonald, Martha Brogdon et al). Another was seen 26 Nov in Waller where
they may now be breeding (Jim Hinson, Adam Wood).

Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus One seen and heard at Armand Bayou Nature Center, Harris 21
Oct was well south of the normal range for the speices (Laurie Foss).

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi One found 3 Aug on Pleasure Island, Jefferson was the 3™
earliest ever for the UTC (Joe Kennedy).

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris Birds found 5 Aug at Sabine Woods and Sea Rim SP,
Jefferson and High Island, Galveston were the first migrants detected (Don Verser). An exceptional
number of 30 was estimated 13 Sep at Quintana, Brazoria (John Arvin). One seen 17 Oct on w. Galveston
Island (Jim Stevenson) and another in Galveston 18 Oct (Ted Eubanks, Steve Kelling) were late.

Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens Three were found on 18 Oct in Galveston (Ted Eubanks,
Steve Kelling). One seen and heard calling 19 Oct at High Island, Galveston tied the 2™ latest ever fall
record (Don Verser).

Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum One seen and heard 1 Oct at Sea Rim State Park, Jefferson is the
2" latest ever for the UTC (Don Verser).

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii This species had more sightings than usual with one bird called 25
Aug on the Katy Prairie, Harris (Jim Hinson), three birds 1 Sep at Brazos Bend SP, Fort Bend (Jim
Stevenson), and one 10 Sep Quintana, Brazoria (John Arvin).

Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe The first report was of 3 seen 25 Sep on Gau Road, Chambers (Joe
Kennedy).



Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya One seen 29 Sep at the Mid-Coast NWR Parker Tract in eastern Brazoria
constituted a rare fall record for the species (Don Verser, ph. Ed Barrios).

Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus Winter returnees were first seen 16 Sep at Port Bolivar,
Galveston (Johnnie Greene et al), 23 Sep at Brazos Bend SP, Fort Bend (Adam Wood et al), and 24 Sep at
Quintana, Brazoria (Ron Weeks, Johnnie Greene).

Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus One found 5 Aug at Sabine Woods, Jefferson was moving
early (Don Verser). One seen 19 Nov on w. Galveston Island, Galveston was tardy (Jim Stevenson).
Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus One was found at Smith Point, Chambers on 15 Apr (John Arvin
etal). Two of the long-staying but not recently seen Katy Prairie, Harris birds were refound on 8 Sep (Jim
Hinson).

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris One was reported from 10-11 Sep from Sabine
Woods, Jefferson (John Haynes). What was likely this same bird was seen briefly on 9 Sep. Pending
acceptance by the TBRC.

Couch’s Kingbird Tyrannus couchii One of the Smith Point, Chambers pairs apparently returned as two
birds were seen there 21 Aug - 28 Oct (John Arvin, Joe Kennedy).

Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis Lingering birds included 4 seen 12 Nov at Galveston Island SP,
Galveston (Anthony Hewetson) and 2-3 seen 19-24 Nov at Indian Beach, Galveston (Jim Stevenson).
Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus Two seen 6 Oct at Bryan Beach, Brazoria were late (Joe
Kennedy).

Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii Fall Bell’s have been more frequently detected in recent years. This fall singles
were detected 6 Sep at Houston’s Bear Creek Park, Harris (Jim Hinson, Howard Laidlaw) and 23 Sep at
Quintana, Brazoria (Ron Weeks).

Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus One found 2 Sep at High Island’s Boy Scout Woods, Galveston was
just the 5™ ever UTC record (Don Verser).

Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius A report 4 birds from 14 Sep at Quintana, Brazoria tied the third
earliest ever for the UTC (Bill Eley). Another bird photographed on two occasions was thought by many to
be a Cassin’s, but expert opinions were either inconclusive or felt it was a Blue-headed.

Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus Two seen 21 Oct at Quintana, Brazoria were late (Adam Wood et al).
Purple Martin Progne subis One seen 18 Sep at Russ Pitman Park, Harris (Don Verser) and two seen 27
Sep at Smith Point, Chambers were on the late side (Joe Kennedy).

Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta Canadensis One seen and heard 7 Nov on w. Galveston Island, Galveston
represents a rare county record (Jim Stevenson).

Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla One seen 17 Sep in south-central Jefferson was well south of the
species normal range (Ray Jordan, Ken Sztraky). After a brief hiatus, birds once again were seen 24 Nov
in northern Harris (Keith Kingdon).

Brown Creeper Certhia americana The first report was of one seen 21 Oct on w. Galveston Island (Jim
Stevenson).

Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa This species was first detected along the coast on 20 Oct at
Quintana, Brazoria (Mark Bartosik, Ron Weeks) and Russ Pitman Park, Harris (Don Verser) with large
numbers reported shortly thereafter. This is the 3" earliest fall date for the UTC.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula One found 13 Sep at Quintana, Brazoria was the 3" earliest
ever for the UTC (John Arvin).

Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus Singles seen 24 Sep at Sabine Woods and Sea Rim SP, Jefferson
were early (Don Verser).

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina One seen 25 Nov at High Island, Galveston was late (Ted Eubanks).
Clay-colored Robin Turdus grayi The long-staying Lake Jackson, Brazoria bird was seen and heard into
mid-August (Tom Morris, Barbara & Ellis Burkhardt).

Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis A 21 Oct estimate of 500 birds from Sabine Woods, Jefferson was
impressive (John Whittle et al).

Sage Thrasher Oreoscoptes montanus This fall showed an unusual number of these birds east of normal.
Singles were found 24 Oct near Smith Pt, Chambers (Heidi Trudell), 28 Oct Brazoria NWR, Brazoria (ph.
Greg Lavaty), and 3 Nov at Sea Rim SP, Jefferson (Don Verser).

Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata Early birds were found 31 Aug & 7 Sep in Harris (Drew
Dickert) and 16 Sep on the Bolivar bird survey, Galveston (Johnnie Greene). The bird found 31 Aug was
the 3" earliest ever for the UTC and sounded likely a western race bird based on the strong yellowish tones.



Black-throated Blue Warbler Dendroica caerulescens It was a good year for the species with birds
found 21 Sep at the HAS Dos Vacas Muertes, Galveston (Mike Austin), 15 Oct at Quintana, Brazoria (Jim
Stevenson), 21 Oct at High Island, Galveston (Johnnie Greene) and two 25 Oct in the Sabine Pass area,
Jefferson (Chris Runk).

Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata One was seen 11 Oct on w. Galveston Island (Jim
Stevenson).

Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca One seen 10 Nov on w. Galveston Island was the 3 latest ever
for the UTC (Jim Stevenson).

Yellow-throated Warbler Dendroica dominica Latish birds were found 19 Nov High Island, Galveston
(Don Verser), 23 Nov in Lake Jackson, Brazoria (Ron Weeks), and 28 Nov in Galveston (Mort Voller).
Pine Warbler Dendroica pinus One seen 26 Sep on w. Galveston Island was a very early migrant (Jim
Stevenson).

Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica striata One reported 16 Oct from Sabine Woods, Jefferson constitutes a
rare - and late - fall report for the species (Lynn Barber).

Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea One seen 12 Nov at San Bernard NWR, Brazoria was late
(Ron Weeks).

Swainson's Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii One seen 13 Oct at Quintana, Brazoria was the 2™ latest
ever for the UTC (Ron Weeks).

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla One seen 25-26 Nov at High Island, Galveston was late (Ted Eubanks,
John Mariani).

Louisiana Waterthrush Seiurus motacilla A well-described bird (calls and plumage) at Bear Creek Park,
Harris on 18 Nov was the 2" latest ever for the UTC (Drew Dickert).

Mourning Warbler Oporornis philadelphia One seen 20 Aug at Sabine Woods, Jefferson was the 4"
earliest ever for the UTC (Don Verser). Another seen 13 Oct at Quintana, Brazoria was the 3" latest ever
fall record (Jim Stevenson).

MacGillivray's Warbler Oporornis tolmiei One seen 10 Sep at a Houston, Harris residence was the
earliest ever fall record (Bob Honig). Interestingly, this is only the third fall record for the species in the
UTC. However, several birds have been found during the winter and have likely been present during the
fall.

Hooded Warbler Wilsonia citrine Birds found 5 Aug at Sabine Woods and Sea Rim SP, Jefferson and
High Island, Galveston were the 3" earliest ever fall migrants (Don Verser).

Wilson's Warbler Wilsonia pusilla An estimate of 20 birds on 13 Sep from Quintana, Brazoria was an
exceptionally high (John Arvin).

Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis Singles seen 13 Oct at Smith Point, Chambers (Joe Kennedy) and
Dos Vacas Muertes, Galveston (Don Verser) and 21 Oct on w. Galveston Island (Jim Stevenson et al) were
late but another seen 12 Nov at Galveston Island SP was the 2" latest ever for the UTC (Anthony
Hewetson).

Summer Tanager Piranga rubra A banded bird seen 20 Oct at Bellaire’s Russ Pitman Park, Harris was
believed to be the same bird that was banded there during the winter of 2003-2004 and seen each winter
since (Don Verser).

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea A male seen 3 Nov at Sabine Woods, Jefferson was late (Don Verser).
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 30 Sep Lorenz bird, Another was seen 25 Nov at High Island,
Galveston (Ted Eubanks).

Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida There were more than usual this fall with reports from Harris 21
Sep (John Berner), 29 Sep on w. Galveston Island (Jim Stevenson) and singles (same) seen 13 Oct-3 Nov
at Quintan, Brazoria (Jim Stevenson, Don Verser, Ron Weeks).

Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus Good numbers were reported 30 Aug from Brazoria/Galveston
(Jim Stevenson). Three were seen near the Smith Point Hawk Watch, Chambers on 1 Sep (Joe Kennedy).
Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis Two found 29 Sep at Anahuac NWR, Chambers were
early (Joe Kennedy).

Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum One found 16 Sep in Port Bolivar, Galveston was one
of the earliest ever for the UTC (Cin-Ty Lee). A 1 Sep 2004 record from Bear Creek Park, Harris was
thought by some to have been a local nester.

Harris's Sparrow Zonotrichia querula One seen 25 Nov at the Baytown Nature Center, Harris was one
of few records east of Galveston Bay (Dwayne L.iteer).



McCown's Longspur Calcarius mccownii  One videotaped 28 Oct near the Quintana Jetty was just the 5"
for the UTC and a first for Brazoria (Ron Weeks). It is also the earliest this species has ever been detected
in fall, but fits the species arrival window for other regions of Texas.

Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus One beautifully photographed 22 Oct at Bryan Beach was a
first for Brazoria (ph. Michael Gray, Cecilia Riley).

Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus Suprising were two adult males were seen 24 Sep
in Harris (Laura Cox). Another was seen 14-15 Oct at Quintana NBS, Brazoria (Mike Austin, Jim
Stevenson).

Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea Two found 20 Aug at Sabine Woods, Jefferson were early (Don
Verser).

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris One that lingered through 16 Oct at Quintana, Brazoria was on the late
side (Jim Stevenson, Ron Weeks et al).

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus The first reports were both on 21 Nov at Bear Creek Park, Harris
(Johnnie Greene) where they are expected and at Brazos Bend SP, Fort Bend (Jim Stevenson) where they
are not expected.

Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius One seen 13 Oct at Quintana, Brazoria was late (Jim Stevenson).
Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii  The only report was of one 8 Sep on w. Galveston Island, Galveston
(Jim Stevenson).

American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis An alternate plumage bird seen 23 Sep at Houston’s Bear Creek
Park, Harris was a new fall early for the UTC (Drew Dickert). Another seen 14 Oct at Armand Bayou
Nature Center, Harris (Marilyn Kircus) was the 2™ earliest ever for the UTC. These early reports may
simply be a result of poor historical record keeping of an expected species.
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